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WELCOME
Welcome to the South Alberta High School – Junior Hockey
Academy.

This handbook is designed to help players and parents
understand academic expectations, supports, and
responsibilities as they participate in a Western Canadian
Development Model pathway.

South Alberta High School offers Alberta Education-
accredited online high school programming, enabling junior
hockey student-athletes to balance elite hockey demands
with academic progress, regardless of where their hockey
career takes them.

Education is a core pillar of the junior hockey leagues in
Western Canada. Our shared goal is to support players in
becoming successful students, athletes, and young adults.
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PROGRAM
OVERVIEWVERVIEW
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South Alberta High School

Fully remote, asynchronous Alberta high school

Courses can be completed from anywhere in the world

Alberta Education–approved curriculum (10-, 20-, 30-
level courses)

Flexible timelines designed for elite athletes

Junior Hockey Academy

Aligned with Junior League Education & Player
Development standards

Structured academic accountability and reporting with
weekly class check-ins and tutorials

Collaborative support between:
South Alberta High School Education Coordinator
Team Education Advisor
Players and families
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GRADUATION
Junior Hockey Academy student-athletes will work
toward an:

Alberta High School Diploma

100 total credits required
Includes:

English Language Arts 30-1 or 30-2
Social Studies 30-1 or 30-2
Mathematics pathway
Science requirements
Physical Education 10
CALM
Electives
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ROLES AND RESPONSIBILITIES
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Students are expected to:

Stay on pace with their individualized academic
plan

Complete coursework and assessments on time

Maintain a minimum passing grade of 60% in all
courses

Attend scheduled academic check-ins

Communicate early if travel, injury, or challenges
arise

Being a junior hockey player means taking
responsibility for your education.

STUDENT
Parents/guardians are expected to:

Support academic accountability and time
management

Encourage communication with the Academic
Advisor

Monitor progress and respond to academic
concerns

Understand that hockey commitments do not
replace academic responsibility

PARENT/GUARDIAN
The Academy Coordinator will:

Create and monitor individualized academic plans

Track grades, pacing, and credit accumulation

Communicate regularly with players, parents, and
team education advisors

Guide graduation, postsecondary planning, and
scholarships

Initiate support and escalation processes when
needed

EDUCATION COORDINATOR
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Remain on pace with assigned academic
timelines

Have no more than two incomplete courses at
any time (unless approved)

Maintain 60% or higher in all courses

Log in and engage with coursework
consistently

Respond to advisor communication promptly

Attend mandatory academic meetings when
scheduled

ACADEMIC PROGRESS ENGAGEMENT

ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS
AND BENCHMARKS
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JUNIOR HOCKEY ACADEMY STUDENT-ATHLETES MUST MEET THE FOLLOWING STANDARDS:
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ACADEMIC STANDING LEVELS
Good Standing

Passing all courses

On pace with timelines

Fully engaged

Monitoring

Slightly behind pace or at risk in
one course

Increased check-ins and support
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Academic Concern

Failing a course or being
significantly behind

Formal Academic Improvement
Plan required

Parent Notification and
Collaboration

League Education Advisor
Notification and Collaboration

Academic Non-Compliance

Continued failure to meet
expectations

League Manager of Education
Services contacted and informed

May result in:

Increased academic oversight
Review of hockey participation
status
Formal league intervention

JUNIORHOCKEYACADEMY



SUPPORT & INTERVENTION
The Coordinator informs the Team
Education Advisor and meets with the
player

Timeline adjustments and support
strategies implemented

Written improvement plan created

Parent/guardian involvement

Increased monitoring

Team's Education Advisor has notified
Team Club Player Development
leadership

Review of the player’s academic and
participation status

STAGE 1: EARLY INTERVENTION STAGE 2: ACADEMIC CONCERN STAGE 3: ACADEMIC NON-COMPLIANCE
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COMMUNICATION &
REPORTING

Players receive ongoing feedback
from their Education Advisors and the
Education Coordinator

Parents are contacted when concerns
arise
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REGULAR COMMUNICATION
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POSTSECONDARY,
SCHOLARSHIPS &
LIFE AFTER HOCKEY

South Alberta High School and the
Junior Hockey Academy support
planning for:

Canadian postsecondary
pathways (USports, ACAC,
CCAA)

U.S. college opportunities (where
applicable)

WHL Scholarship Program
utilization

Career pathways beyond hockey

Academic preparation today
supports future opportunity.
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TIME MANAGEMENT
Successful Junior Hockey student-athletes:

Schedule weekly academic work time

Use travel days productively

Communicate before deadlines, not after

Treat academics with the same discipline as hockey
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COMMITMENT
STATEMENT
Education is a priority

Academic accountability is
required

Support is available, but effort is
expected

By participating in the
Junior Hockey Academy,
players and families
acknowledge:
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Your junior hockey journey is an incredible opportunity, but it is
temporary. Your education lasts a lifetime!

South Alberta High School and the Junior Hockey Academy are
committed to supporting your success on the ice, in the
classroom, and beyond the game.
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TERM 4 QUARTER 1 QUARTER 2 QUARTER 3 QUARTER 4

BECOMING PLAYER X (3) ENGLISH 10-1 / 10-2

ELECTIVE (3) SCIENCE 10 SOCIAL 10-1 / 10-2 MATH 10C / 10-3 BIOLOGY 20

PHYS ED 10 REC FITNESS (4)

Exams
Start of November

Exams
End of January

Exams
Middle of April

Exams
End of June
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TERM 4 QUARTER 1 QUARTER 2 QUARTER 3 QUARTER 4

CALM (3) ENGLISH 20-1 / 20-2

BE THE PLAYER (3)
SCIENCE 20 or
CHEMISTRY 20

SOCIAL 20-1 / 20-2MATH 20-1 / 20-2/ 20-3
BIOLOGY 30 or

PHYSICS 20

PHYS ED 20 REC FITNESS (4)

Exams
Start of November

Exams
End of January

Exams
Middle of April

Exams
End of June
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TERM 4 QUARTER 1 QUARTER 2 QUARTER 3 QUARTER 4

FINANCIAL LITERACY (3) ENGLISH 30-1 / 30-2

ELECTIVE (3)
SCIENCE 30 or
CHEMISTRY 30

SOCIAL 30-1 / 30-2 MATH 30-1 / 30-2/ 30-3
PHYSICS 30 or

ELECTIVE

PHYS ED 30 REC FITNESS (2)

Exams
Start of November

Exams
End of January

Exams
Middle of April

Exams
End of June
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